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MGS Membership,

I am ecstatic to announce that the MGS O�cers have established a partnership with the 
Saskatchewan Geological Society (SGS). All MGS members are now free to utilize 
presentations and events provided by the SGS, and vice versa. �is is a great opportu-
nity for our organizations to collaborate into the future, continue to network with our 
neighbors to the north, and improve our o�erings to our membership. �e second item 
is that we are preparing to launch the initial stages of the 2022 MGS Field Conference, 
to be held in the Paradise Valley region of Montana. A call for papers is presented in 
this edition of the newsletter. Stay tuned for more information, particularly if you are 
interested in helping coordinate the conference, and/or would like to participate as a 
presenter, guide, or in any other capacity.

Many of our members are busy people. �ey may be working professionals, students, 
actively involved in organizations, community, and public service, or family events. 
Finding time to get outdoors can be di�cult, but the enjoyment of nature is also a 
common bond that many of us share. �e release from the machine, a voyage to the 
essence of humanity. For some that adventure may be hiking and camping, and for 
others hunting and �shing, and still for others just a brief walk down to your favorite 
pondering spot. Some may prefer camper trailers and recreational vehicles, some enjoy 
a tent, and few may �nd solace simply with a tarp and a post or purely sleeping under 
the stars. Wherever you may �nd your release, we all seek it. As the weather warms, 
we yearn for the great outdoors, especially at this time of year.

I am a volunteer lacrosse coach during the spring. For those who are not familiar, lacrosse is a game whose history is 
intertwined with the land and the indigenous peoples of America, with many stories told about it through time to teach 
the next generation. Like many sports in Montana, and with lacrosse still relatively new to the state, we travel great 
distances for competitions. I thoroughly enjoy these trips, with the ever-looming (and sometimes dangerous), “Hey, look 
at that formation!” interjection, while driving along backcountry roads. My family and fellow coaches get the spiels about 
geologic time and history, paleo depositional environments, geomorphological processes, rise and fall of sea levels, glacial 
isostatic adjustment, you name it. I imagine many of you are familiar with how those conversations go, the great stories 
about geologic time which we love to share with our families, friends, and colleagues, and the indi�erent responses we may 
be given in return. �ey have probably heard the same stories repeatedly, but like the history of the game of lacrosse, 
geologists need to continue to share these stories with others to both inform and educate them about the subject. 

Our expertise is in a subject which grounds humanity. Humans would not be where they are without the land being the 
way it is. Yes, humans are the only species which �nds a way to survive on all continents and in all conditions. And yes, 
humans are social creatures, destined to group together for both survival and camaraderie. But, without an understanding 
of the geological processes which have shaped, and continue to shape, this planet (and others), humans would not be 
where they are today. �e next time you �nd yourself outdoors, take a moment to enjoy nature. If you are with a group, 
share that moment with others, tell them a story; why something is shaped the way it is, where it comes from, or where it 
may be going. If you are alone, share with them when you return. Inform and educate: It is our duty. 

MGS President,
Spenser Kuhn Whitefish Lake
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MGS Classi�eds

What does 
a rock eat?

Poma-granites

Have something geological to sell, 
give, or �nd? 

Place a free ad in our MGS Classi�eds! 

Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information.
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Guess the View:
     Answer

�is beautiful view is of Iceberg Lake in Glacier National Park.

Photo taken by: 
David Banning

ROAD TRIP!
Using the road logs? Taking photographs?

If your summer get-away includes Montana geology, we’d love to see it! 

 To submit your photos for inclusion in the MGS Newsletter & 
MGS Facebook page, please submit your 

high-resolution photograph(s), caption(s) and full name to 
montanageologicalsociety@gmail.com
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NEW BENEFIT ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Dear Valued MGS Members.  
 
The Montana Geological Society is proud to announce a brand-new member 
benefit!  
 
The MGS and the Saskatchewan Geological Society (SGS) have engaged into a new 
neighborly partnership.  
 
The overarching aim of this partnership is to provide improved membership benefits 
to the respective societies, and strengthen and diversify the geological communities 
between the two societies. 
 
As part of this agreement,  
 

MGS members will now have access to virtual SGS talks.  
 
The SGS hosts frequent speakers on a wide variety of geosciences topics that are of 
great interest to MGS members. SGS talks will be announced by email to our 
members, similar to MGS talks. 
 
In addition to talks, MGS members also have access to the SGS “Rock Record” 
newsletter (https://sgshome.ca/rock-record), and additional joint events might be 
organized as part of this agreement.  
 
Montana and Saskatchewan share a rich geologic history on and below the surface, 
and we are excited to engage into this new cross-border collaboration among 
geoscientists.  
 
We hope our MGS members take full advantage of this new member benefit and we 
look forward to welcoming SGS members to our MGS talks. 
 
Spenser Kuhn 
MGS President 
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406.259.4124   sunburstconsulting.com

Well Site Geology
Geosteering - On site & Remote
Rock Analytics
Geologic Prognosis/Mapping
Oil Field Safety Training - PEC
Regulatory Representation

Providing geoscience expertise and 
technology to the field and office since 1981

Call For Papers & Proposals

�e MGS is currently accepting proposals for Road Logs and papers for inclusion in the Field 
Guide for the 2022 MGS Field Conference, to be held in the Paradise Valley region.

How To Submit a Proposal or Paper

Please submit proposals and papers in either Word or PDF format via email to 
montanageologicalsociety@gmail.com, with the subject line: “2022 Field Conference Road Log 
Proposal” or “2022 Field Conference Paper Submission”

Road logs must be submitted by August 31, 2021. Papers must be submitted by 
November 15, 2021.

For more information, please contact:

Sarah Friedman
sarah.friedman@msubillings.edu

“Like” the Montana Geological Society to 
keep up-to-date with the MGS.

MGS Field Conference



Are you a consultant seeking work?

One of the many perks of MGS membership is inclusion 
in the MGS Consultant Directory.

If you’d like to be listed, or edit an existing listing, please contact
montanageologicalsociety@gmail.com

for an application form.

AIPG is pleased to present — A virtual spring and summer book club!

Please join us this spring and summer as AIPG members host monthly discussions on 
books that inspire leadership and foster meaningful relationships with the people 

around us. All events are free, and we encourage our AIPG members to invite a friend 
or colleague to join the discussions. Events are limited to 100 participants.

Grab your favorite beverage and dive in with us to discuss books that have inspired 
your fellow geoscientists.

 
June 30, 2021 at 6:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)

Matthew Rhoades hosts "Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know About the People 
We Don't Know" by Malcolm Gladwell

https://zoom.us/j/97415901884?pwd=YU5nd3M4dlNoVlAwNFIvc3FQNzA3QT09

July 29, 2021 at 6:00 PM Mountain Time (US and Canada)
Christine Lilek hosts "Being the Person Your Dog �inks You Are: �e Science Behind a 

Better You" by Jim Davies
https://zoom.us/j/99425255095?pwd=TkZIOVNKSG1YUFd0Y09WdnlGT2tzQT09

August Book Club Details- TBD
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AIPG Book Club



“'Fool's gold' not so foolish a�er all”
“New research has found tiny amounts of gold can be trapped inside 
pyrite, commonly known as 'fool's gold,' which would make it much 

more valuable than its name suggests.”
To read the article, please visit: 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/06/210625100529.htm

“Storing carbon in rocks underground: Old oil �elds 
may be less prone to induced earthquakes”

“Subsurface carbon sequestration -- storing carbon in rocks deep under-
ground -- o�ers a partial solution for removing carbon from the atmo-
sphere. Used alongside emissions reductions, geologic carbon sequestra-
tion could help mitigate anthropogenic climate change. But like other 

underground operations, it comes with risks -- including earthquakes.”
To read the rest of the article, please visit: 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/06/210628170531.htm

“Greater Yellowstone area expected to become 
warmer, drier”

“Temperature signi�cantly increased and snowfall decreased in the 
iconic Greater Yellowstone Area since 1950 because of climate change, 

and these trends will likely continue through the rest of the century, 
according to a new climate report.”

To read the article, please visit: 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/06/210623141630.htm

Geology: In the News
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Interested in placing an ad?

Contact Jessica Renstrom at 
montanageologicalsociety@gmail.com with 
your ad, or request pricing to create one for 

your business or event.

2021 Advertising Rates:
Full Page - $100/month
Half Page - $50/month

Quarter Page - $25/month
Business Card- $10/month

All ads must be prepaid.
Send payment to:
MGS, PO Box 844

Billings, MT  59103
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PUBLICATION QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL

2006  Montana Oil & Gas Fields CD $65.00
2006  AAPG Datapages - MGS Publications DVD $180.00
2006  AAPG Datapages - MGS Publications DVD (MGS Member price) $150.00
2000  50th Anniversary Symposium $20.00
1999  Thrust Systems of the Helena Salient $20.00
1998  8th Int'l Williston Basin Symposium $20.00
1998  8th Int'l Williston Basin Symposium Core Workshop $20.00
1997  Big Horn Basin Symposium $20.00
1997  MGS-TRGS:  The Edge of the Crazies $20.00
1997  AAPG - Rocky Mtn. Section Meeting / Abstract Volume $10.00
1996  AAPG - Rocky Mtn. Section Meeting / Abstract Volume $10.00
1993  Energy and Mineral Resources of Montana $20.00
1991  6th International Williston Basin Symposium $20.00
1991  Geology & Horizontal Drilling of the Bakken $20.00
1991  AAPG - RMS Field Trip:  Beartooth Mountains $7.50
1991  AAPG - RMS Field Trip:  Eagle Sandstone, Billings $7.50
1991  RMS Field Trip #1 Nye-Bowler Linemont $7.50
1991  Sequence Stratigraphy of Eagle Sandstone $7.50
1990  Bakken Workshop Short Course Study Notes #1 $10.00
1989  Geologic Resources of Montana $20.00
1986  Geology of the Beartooth Uplift $20.00
1985  Montana Oil & Gas Fields $20.00
1971  Stratigraphic Names of Montana $10.00
1969  Economic Geology of Montana $20.00
Shipping and Handling charges - $5.00 per CD/DVD  $8.00 per book

Total Due

Billing / Shipping Information
Name ____________________________________     Company ________________________________________
Address  _________________________________      City, State, Zip  __________________________________
Email Address  _______________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:  Montana Geological Society.    Visa and MasterCard also accepted.

Visa / MasterCard (circle one)  ________________________________________  Expiration Date____________
Name as it appears on the Card  _________________________________________________________________
Phone Number  (______)________________________

Mail orders:  Montana Geological Society, PO Box 844, Billings, MT  59103
Email orders:  dbrush@ballardpetroleum.com
Phone orders:  Doretta Brush  (406) 281-8228
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