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Membership,

I’d like to congratulate Michael Poser as the recipient of the 2018 MGS Teacher of the Year 
Award! �e yearly award applauds and rewards the hard work of outstanding K-12 Earth 
Science teachers in Montana. Consideration for selection included teaching philosophy, 
methods, creative or innovative projects, objectivity, and recommendation from peers and 
administrators—with emphasis on geologic education and increasing student interest in 
geology. Mr. Poser comes through in spades.

He teaches 7th-12th grade science at Hobson Public School with over a decade of teaching 
experience. As the only science teacher of a school of 100 students, his responsibility to his 
students and rural community is great. His curriculum includes earth and space science, 
biology, chemistry, physics, and engineering and when possible highlights local and familiar 
content from our region. Students in his care also engage in the societal, economic, environ-
mental, and ethical issues of energy in the U.S. including holding debates where they must 
weigh all factors by analyzing evidence and use logical decision-making.

Mr. Poser especially enjoys taking his senior chemistry students through a demonstration of 
how ancient people discovered and smelted copper using locally-collected malachite with 
charcoal from camp�res. He encourages them to recognize the importance of this reaction 
to the history of our species as it ushered the end of the Stone Age and beginning of the 
Bronze Age. Also, by creating scale representations of geologic strata around their school, 
Mr. Poser encourages his students to investigate the geological history of their region. His 
“drive as an educator is to provide students with interesting opportunities to ask their own 
questions.” By guiding them through the scienti�c method, he helps them �nd and create 
ways to answer those questions while encouraging and developing their inquisitive and 
scienti�c minds.

In appreciation and recognition for being an inspiration to his peers and a role model for his 
students and community, Mr. Poser has received $1,000 as part of the award. He is also now 
eligible to apply for the regional RMS Teacher of the Year award with other �ne teachers in 
the Rocky Mountain Section. I encourage you to re�ect on the hard work of our teachers 
and thank them whenever you get a chance!

�anks for reading,

Felipe Pimentel
MGS President

O�cer Elections Coming Soon!
Keep an eye out for your ballot



Who’s Who of the MGS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joe Carlisle
Don French
Robert Schalla
Steven W. VanDelinder
 
AAPG-ROCKY MOUNTAIN SECTION
Delgate:  Mark Millard
Alternate:  Don French
Foundation: Rob Diedrich  303-830-5875

COMMITTEES
Awards and Continuing Education:
  Felipe Pemintel
Field Trips:
 Gary Hughes         861-2072
University Liaison:
 Steven W. VanDelinder
Publications:
 Duncan McBane         252-3170
Montana Oil & Gas Fields Update:
 Jim Halvorson                656-0040
 
PUBLICATION SALES
    Doretta Brush         259-8790
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
     Jessica Renstrom         208-2504
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MGS Classi�eds

What do you call a 
periodic table with 

gold missing? 

"Au revoir" 

Have something geological to sell, give, or �nd? 
Place a free ad in our MGS Classi�eds! 

Contact the Newsletter Editor for more information.

OFFICE FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE
including light table, desk, chairs, & more

Please contact Jessica  at (406) 208-2504 for more information
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�e Scope of DERL’s Data Collection
Tom Van Arsdale – Executive Director

�e Denver Earth Resources Library is now in its 32nd year of exis-
tence, and over those years we have collected unique data of immea-
surable value. While introducing new members to the Library I 
would o�en state, “We have data here that you will de�nitely not �nd 
anywhere else.” However, no one could possibly quantify how much 
unique data we actually possess. �en, a Denver operator heard of 
the Library and came in to collect data within a 27 township area of 
the DJ Basin. �e �rm had already collected everything they could 
�nd from various online sources … the State, IHS, TGS, MJ Systems, 
and a couple of other services with which I was unfamiliar. Well, this 
company found and scanned over 1,200 wireline well logs from our 
collection that they could not �nd anywhere else. �ey also found 
numerous wireline logs in our �che collection. Now I have an idea of 
the true scope of our collection! When one extrapolates that number 
of logs from a relatively small area of 27 townships to the enormous 
geographical area we cover, I can now state with a straight face that 
we probably have tens of thousands of logs that cannot be found 
anywhere else. And, that’s just considering wireline well logs. I have 
not even mentioned the mud logs, lithologic logs, geologic reports, 
core sheets, DSTs (with charts), various map collections, completion 
cards, and old scout tickets, etc., etc. �e collection is truly enor-
mous, unique, and of immeasurable value.  

Denver Earth Resources Library
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Dr. Scott Tinker's passion -
-

Is Renewable Energy “Good’ and 
Fossil Energy “Bad”
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MAG
E v e n t

Core
Workshop

November 5-6, 2018

The Art of Core Description

A 2-Day Hands-on Training in Siliciclastic & Carbonate 

Core Description for Reservoir CharacterizationRMAG Core Workshop

RMAG Core Workshop

Register online at www.rmag.org
USGS - Denver Federal Center

MGS Members receive special 
RMAG member rates!

To get the RMAG member rate, 
call or email Kathy Mitchell-Garton 

at 303-573-8621 x 1 or 
kmitchellgarton@rmag.org



PUBLICATION QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL

2006  Montana Oil & Gas Fields CD $65.00
2006  AAPG Datapages - MGS Publications DVD $180.00
2006  AAPG Datapages - MGS Publications DVD (MGS Member price) $150.00
2000  50th Anniversary Symposium $20.00
1999  Thrust Systems of the Helena Salient $20.00
1998  8th Int'l Williston Basin Symposium $20.00
1998  8th Int'l Williston Basin Symposium Core Workshop $20.00
1997  Big Horn Basin Symposium $20.00
1997  MGS-TRGS:  The Edge of the Crazies $20.00
1997  AAPG - Rocky Mtn. Section Meeting / Abstract Volume $10.00
1996  AAPG - Rocky Mtn. Section Meeting / Abstract Volume $10.00
1993  Energy and Mineral Resources of Montana $20.00
1991  6th International Williston Basin Symposium $20.00
1991  Geology & Horizontal Drilling of the Bakken $20.00
1991  AAPG - RMS Field Trip:  Beartooth Mountains $7.50
1991  AAPG - RMS Field Trip:  Eagle Sandstone, Billings $7.50
1991  RMS Field Trip #1 Nye-Bowler Linemont $7.50
1991  Sequence Stratigraphy of Eagle Sandstone $7.50
1990  Bakken Workshop Short Course Study Notes #1 $10.00
1989  Geologic Resources of Montana $20.00
1986  Geology of the Beartooth Uplift $20.00
1985  Montana Oil & Gas Fields $20.00
1971  Stratigraphic Names of Montana $10.00
1969  Economic Geology of Montana $20.00
Shipping and Handling charges - $5.00 per CD/DVD  $8.00 per book

Total Due

Billing / Shipping Information
Name ____________________________________     Company ________________________________________
Address  _________________________________      City, State, Zip  __________________________________
Email Address  _______________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to:  Montana Geological Society.    Visa and MasterCard also accepted.

Visa / MasterCard (circle one)  ________________________________________  Expiration Date____________
Name as it appears on the Card  _________________________________________________________________
Phone Number  (______)________________________

Mail orders:  Montana Geological Society, PO Box 844, Billings, MT  59103
Email orders:  dbrush@ballardpetroleum.com
Phone orders:  Doretta Brush  (406) 281-8228
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